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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
The Town of Winthrop is situated on a peninsula extending into Boston       
Harbor.  Although it is located within five miles of downtown Boston, it    
has retained its reputation for being a safe and pleasant place to live.    
Winthrop is a close-knit, family-oriented community where everything is     
within walking distance.  There is a public bus route which travels         
throughout the town and connects to the Orient Heights stop on the Blue     
Line of the MBTA.                                                           
There are numerous parks and playgrounds, six public beaches, four tennis   
courts, five athletic fields, a public landing for boats and an indoor      
skating rink.  The Recreation Department offers supervised programs for     
children in the parks during the summer as well as various programs         
throughout the year for children and adults.  There is a youth center as    
well as a senior center which both offer many activities and programs.      
Additionally, active organizations include the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary, 
American Legion, Amvets, Knights of Columbus, Little League, Soccer         
Association, Elks, Sons of Italy, Boy and Girl Scouts, Historical Society,  
Beautification Committees, Council on Aging, Youth Commission, Winthrop     
Playmakers, three yacht clubs and a golf club.                              
There is a newly-revitalized Winthrop Center with a multitude of shops as   
well as small clusters of stores in other sections of the town.  There are  
numerous physicians and dentists in the community as well as a 110 bed      
hospital with CCU and ICU facilities and a community ambulance service.     
Public facilities include gas, sewer, water, electricity and cable to the   
entire town and trash is collected weekly with provision for recycling.     
        (Narrative supplied by community)                          
 
 

Department of Housing and Community Development 
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director 



  

GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Eastern Massachusetts. Situated on a peninsula jutting southeast into the        
Atlantic Ocean, Winthrop is bordered by Revere and Boston on the northeast and   
by the Atlantic Ocean on the south, west, and east. It is 4 miles north of       
Boston, 6 miles south of Lynn, 32 miles south of Lowell, and 225 miles from New  
York City.  

Total Area: 8.30 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 1.99 sq. miles  
 
Population: 18,127  
 
Density: 9,109 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Boston WSO Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....28.6°F   
   Normal temperature in July........73.5°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......41.5"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Lynn, Hull                                                                       

Regional Planning Agency 
   Metropolitan Area Planning Council                           

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Boston                           
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (617) 846-1742            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Executive Secretary                        
   Representative Town Meeting                

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1852   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered       11,331    
         
 
   Democrats               5,583    49.3  % 
   Republicans             1,056     9.3  % 
   Other parties               6     0.1  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       4,686    41.4  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 
 
 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State         437     
   Conventional Federal         8       

Rental Assistance (DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP)                 8 
   Federal (Section 8)          0       
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.mass.gov/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm


TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   Winthrop is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,  
   air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495       
   divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by        
   numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and         
   intermodal facilities of Boston.                                            

Major Highways 
   The principal highway is State Route 145.                                   

Rail  
   MBTA subway service on the Blue Line is available from Revere and from the  
   Orient Heights Station  in East Boston. Travel time from Orient Heights to  
   Government Center: 11 min.; 365 MBTA parking spaces available.              

Bus  
   Winthrop is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority      
   (MBTA), which provides THE RIDE, a paratransit service for the elderly and  
   disabled. The Paul Revere Bus Service connects Winthrop to the Orient       
   Heights Subway Station in East Boston.                                      

Other  
   Logan International Airport is easily accessible from Winthrop.             
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   None 

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   Winthrop Hospital, Inc.                     
    

Long Term Care 
   Bay View Nursing Home                       
   Cliff House Nursing Home                    
   Governor Winthrop                           
    

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


